NAYANA

he promised to make all arrangements for his tapas. Ganapati
had to yield. But experience had shown Ganapati that Ram
Bhavu was more interested in literary pastimes than in making
arrangements for his tapas. Disappointed at the outlook of
Ram Bhavu, he began searching for a secluded spot. While
doing so he saw the temple of Lakshmana. The moment he
stepped into the courtyard the temple priest pounced upon
him from behind the door and without a word of enquiry began
abusing and belabouring him. He was in no mood to listen to
the protestations of Ganapati and Ganapati did not know the
reason for this brutal behaviour of the priest. The priest
dragged Ganapati to a distance, saying he would produce
him before the magistrate. Meanwile a friend of Ram Bhavu,
who regularly attended .the literary discourses of Ganapati
every night, came that way and wanted to know the reason
for this behaviour of the priest. The priest said that he had
brought out the ornaments of the deities and vessels for
cleaning and when he went to fetch water from a nearby well,
he found some of the ornaments stolen. He had a hunch that
the thief would come again to steal the remaining ornaments
and vessels and so he was hiding behind the door to apprehend
the thief. "As expected, the thief entered," said the priest
pointing to Ganapti. Ram Bhavu^s friend tried to reason with
the priest saying Ganapati was not a thief but an eminent
savant. The priest refused to listen to his explanation and
continued his brutal behaviour. Ganapati lost his patience
when the priest refused to relent even after being informed
of the real position. A sloka emerged from him, effortlessly.

Dhwasta pradhwasta manujaa
Ksata vikasata vigrahaa
Kerna prakerna paryanta
Naasikeyam bhavisyati

People devastated and destroyed, bodies smitten and
slain, scattered and thrown round the outskirts I may this city
ofNasik be.
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